
BIM update: EU finally taking action by launching CEN/TC 442 
 
CEIR Board agreed to create a Working Group for Building Information Modeling 
(BIM) during the last board meeting. 
 
BIM is a methodology based on the use of coordinated, coherent and computable 
information about the physical and functional characteristics of a building or 
infrastructure. 
 
The goal is to establish a reliable knowledge base for decision-making throughout 
entire building’s life cycle. 
 
Also, BIM moves construction industry from an opaque and hostile environment to 
a more collaborative where Manufacturer’s BIM components compound other 
stakeholder’s BIM models and where the different stakeholders' specialized tools 
take profit of BIM components information. 
 
Therefore, ensuring the quality of BIM components is important because: 
 

• BIM users trust on information contained on BIM Components provided by manufacturers. 
 

• Wrong BIM Components in the cloud / internet may create misleading information that could bring legal 
consequences (if the metadata included in the BIM Components leads to mistakes). 

 
BIM seems to be here to stay but the fact is that in spite of spreading fast it is still 
‘under construction’ in several fields (metadata definition, legal issues, liability 
issues…) and CEIR associates need to have a clear idea about what and where but 
also when and who is going to define BIM framework on product information 
but also in terms of liability issues. 
 
Product Information 
 
One of the current open points it is the development of the semantics for BIM 
construction products based on harmonized standards. 
 
Nowadays there is not a common template across Europe stating which 
information a BIM object needs to provide, and this is bringing confusion and 
inefficiencies to our Industry. 
 
As an example, CIBSE (the Chartered Institution of Building Services Engineers) is 
working on a product template for UK that could be a reference for the whole of 
Europe, but CIBSE is not the only one developing a template proposal for BIM 
objects.  
 
The obvious risk here is that we end up with different standards for different 
countries and for different categories. 
 
The Industry needs to understand which are the relevant templates that are under 
development and state its opinion before it is too late, especially considering that 



the EU has finally taken action and launched the new CEN/TC 442 for BIM 
standardization. 
 
The scope of CEN/TC 442 will cover the standardization in the field of structured 
semantic life-cycle information for the built environment and the Committee will 
develop a structured set of standards, specifications and reports which specify 
methodologies to define, describe, exchange, monitor, record and securely handle 
asset data, semantics and processes with links to geospatial and other external 
data. 
 
The working groups already established are: 
 
• WG1 Strategy and planning (secretariat: United Kindgom) 

• WG2 Exchange information (secretariat: Germany) 

• WG3 Information delivery specification (secretariat: Austria) 

• WG4 Data dictionary (secretariat: France) 

Next meetings will take place in Oslo on 15-16 February and in Lisbon on 20-21 
June and the CEIR should make sure, thru the BIM Working Group (hand by 
hand with FECS and other players) that we all know what is going on in these 
meetings so our Industry can have a say before decisions on the issue are 
made. 
 
Liability Issues 
 
As stated above, BIM users trust on information contained on BIM Components 
provided by manufacturers. Wrong BIM Components in the cloud or in the internet 
may create misleading information that could impact the building plan, 
construction, safety, consumption, performance, economics, etc. and this fact can 
bring legal consequences (if the metadata included in the BIM Components leads to 
mistakes). 
 
Manufacturers must ensure that the BIM information is correct and accurate 
and, in any case, to make sure that everybody understands that this information 
it is link to the product lifecycle, and not to the building lifecycle. 
 
How to address this important question and whom should be a priority for 
the CEIR BIM working Group. 
  
 
 
 
 


